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SCHOOL OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Restorative Justice

CJS Course 354    

Spring Semester 2008  

(3) Semester Credits

Course Syllabus

****************************************************************************************************

Instructors: 

Lydia Newlin and Maria Alderink

Contact Information:
Lydia Newlin:
651.999.5880 

Lydia.Newlin@metrostate.edu





Lydia.Newlin@state.mn.us





Maria Alderink: 612.999.5880






Maria.Alderink@metrostate.edu





Maria.Alderink@co.doc.state.mn.us
Course dates: 
January 13, 2009 – April 28, 2008 (Tuesdays)




1.00-3.30 p

Course prerequisites: CJS 101 Introduction to Criminal Justice or instructor's consent.

Important dates:  

January 8, 2008 – Spring Semester begins

January 19, 2008 – Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday/no classes/buildings closed

February 16, 2008 – Presidents Day/classes are held and offices are open

March 9-13, 2008 – Spring Break /No classes but offices are open

April 29, 2008 – Spring semester ends
****************************************************************************************************

Student Conduct and Academic Honesty

Students should review the Metropolitan State Student Handbook (on the university web-site) for information regarding the university’s academic conduct code and plagiarism.

Plagiarism
In simple terms, plagiarism is using another person's words or ideas and presenting them as your own, without acknowledging the original source. This is a very serious offense and in many schools are grounds for expulsion. Plagiarism often takes the form of a student’s copying information from one source and presenting it in a paper or report without the use of footnotes or direct mention of the source in the body of the paper.

Naturally, students are expected to read and use a variety of sources when writing a paper, but when the exact words (or words with a slight modification) or ideas of others are used, the sources should be properly acknowledged. When instructors read student papers, they want to know which ideas are the student’s and which belong to other sources.

It is also unacceptable to turn in another person’s paper or examination as your own. In such cases, instructors may impose sanctions such as a failing grade. If you have questions about the use of footnotes or other notations, consult William Coyle’s Research Papers, available at the Metropolitan State Bookstore or ask for assistance in the Writing Center.

REQUIRED TEXTS/READINGS

· Zehr, Howard.  The Little Book of Restorative Justice (Intercourse, PA; Good Books, 2002);

·  Yoder, Carolyn.  The Little Book of Trauma Healing (Intercourse, PA; Good Books, 2005);

· Lederach, John Paul.  The Little Book of Conflict Transformation (Intercourse, PA; Good Books, 2003);

· The Little Book of Restorative Justice for People in Prison (Intercourse, PA; Good Books, 2006)

· Zehr, Howard, The Little Book of Circle Process (Intercourse, PA; Good Books, 2005)

· Schirch, Lisa and Campt, David.  The Little Book of Dialogue for Difficult Subjects (Intercourse, PA; Good Books, 2007);

· MacRae, Allan and Zehr, Howard.  The Little Book of Family Group Conferences: New Zealand Style (Intercourse PA; Good Books, 2004)

· Additional articles, paper and readings as distributed by instructors.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Restorative Justice is encourages students to develop a working definition and knowledge of restorative justice principals and concepts.  Students will examine restorative justice from a historical, sociological, criminological and psychological perspective.  A wide range of specific restorative practices, including issues relating to diversity, will be studied, reviewed and analyzed.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES

A student will be able to:

· Examine the social and psychological factors that influence the correction of wrongdoing and criminal behavior;

· Evaluate the philosophy of restorative justice, while gaining an understanding of the nature of justice from the perspective of the victim, offender and community;

· Analyze the traditional behavioral and criminological theories and paradigms, the emerging restorative justice framework and future needs in criminal justice response;

· Analyze current thinking and political considerations in criminal justice response to crime victims and offenders;

· Evaluate current research data on restorative responses for effectiveness, recidivism, participant satisfaction and other indices;

· Compare and contrast the relational restorative model of harm reduction and repair to other similar and more traditional responses;

· Assess professional and societal values, beliefs and responses toward victims, offenders and other wrongdoers;

· Evaluate the benefits and costs of restorative interventional for victims, offenders and the community; 

COMPETENCY STATEMENT 
Students know and articulate the philosophical and practical constructs of restorative justice and the range of restorative associated restorative practices and demonstrate knowledge and skills necessary to facilitate a restorative justice conference.

COURSE EVALUATION CRITERIA

1.
Speaker Reflection Papers






       60 points

(3 papers worth 20 points each)


Each student will write three 2-3-page analysis papers reflecting and analyzing the speaker presentations in terms of restorative justice concepts and principals. Students should be prepared to discuss their reflection paper with the class.

Papers are to be turned in to an instructor in class on the date indicated in the syllabus.  The student must attend the class on the due date in order to received points credit.  Papers will not be accepted electronically. 

Papers submitted one week after the due date will receive 10 points maximum; papers submitted more than one week after the due date will not receive any credit.

2. 
Quizzes








      75 points


(4 examinations worth 25 points each)

Students will complete four quizzes on materials read and discussed in class.  The lowest quiz grade will not be included in the overall class grade.

3. 
Restorative Justice Applied (RJA) Papers 




        30 points
(3 papers worth 10 points each)



Each student will write three 2-3-page analysis papers applying restorative justice principals to a media article/event.  Students should be prepared to discuss their media article/event with the class.

Papers are to be turned in to an instructor in class on the date indicated in the syllabus.  The student must attend the class on the due date in order to receive points credit. Papers will not be accepted electronically. 

Papers submitted one week after the due date will receive 5 points maximum; papers submitted more than one week after the due date will not receive any credit.     

4. 
Term Paper and Presentation





        50 points


(1 paper worth 40 points and 1 presentation worth 10 points)

Each student will write one 8-10 page, double –spaced typewritten final paper with at least 5 references.  The student will determine his or her topic of interest but must include a review of the relevant issues in restorative justice, general or specific practices of restorative justice and an exploration of differing hypothesis and the topic must be approved by the instructors.  

A detail description of requirements for the term paper and class presentation will be provided in class. Students will be required to submit a detailed class presentation outline for instructor approval.  Each student will be assigned a date for the class presentation.  

Late term papers and presentations will receive only a maximum of 20 points and 5 points. 

4.
Mid-term Examination and Final Examination                     


      100 points


(Mid-term exam worth 50 points.  Final exam worth 50 points)

Students will complete a mid-term and a final exam.  Each exam will cover materials presented in class, discussed in class and speaker presentations

5.
Class Participation







      120 points

Each student can earn up to 10 points per class session for attendance, active participation in classroom discussion, exercises and miscellaneous assignments. 

Total Points








     435 points

PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDENCE 

Restorative Justice utilizes an adult learning theory and process.  Students are assumed to be independent learners who bring to the classroom relevant life experiences that relate to the course content and materials.  Classes will involve student-centered discussion and inquiry in order to encompass the collective life experiences and promote intellectual development and growth. 

The instructors acknowledge that individual beliefs about the treatment and rights of crime victims and offenders are diverse, emotional and at times, controversial.  Students will be encouraged to respectfully share their philosophies, opinions and biases about topic areas.  Class activities will include class discussion, case analysis, role—play exercises, guest speakers, lecture and videos.  

The success of the class depends upon each student actively participating in each class session.   Students are expected to be prepared for class, arrive on time for class and attend every class.  

Please speak with the instructors if an emergency situation arises or there is to be a planned absence.  

GRADES are based upon the criteria and 590 total point system set forth in the Course Evaluation Criteria section.  Effective participation in classroom will positively influence grades.

WRITING FORMAT

ALL WRITING ASSIGNMENTS require APA citation format. Students are encouraged to use  “Clues for College Writers” available at www.metrostate.edu/writingcenter/clues as guide for paper preparation.  

UNIVERSITY RESOURCES

Writing Center Information

Phone: 651-793-1460

TTY:  651-772-7687

Fax: St. Paul: 651-793-1463; 

Internet: www.metrostate.edu/writingcenter/index.html

Midway Campus – 1450 Energy Park Drive, St. Paul, MN  55108 - Main Level

St. Paul Campus Library (Room 130) 645 E. Seventh St., St. Paul, MN  55106 

Library Services Desk

Library.Services@metrostate.edu

St. Paul Campus: 651-793-1616

Located at the Main St. Paul Campus

645 E. Seventh St., St. Paul, 55106

Midway IT – Computer Services 

651-999-5845

Student Counseling 

If you need assistance in improving your study skills or note taking, student counseling may help.  They can also assist with stress and anxiety.  This is a free and confidential service.  For more information call 651-793-1558.

Multicultural Student Services 

The mission of Multicultural Student Services is directed towards the persistence of students of color and their successful completion of degree programs.  African American Student Services, 651-793-1541; American Indian Student Services, 612-659-7306; 
Asian Student Services, 651-793-1542; Chicano/Latino Student Services, 651-793-1543.

Physical Disabilities

Students who wish to obtain information about accommodations physical and /or sensory disabilities should call the Office for Students with Disabilities at (651) 793-1540 or (651) 772-7687 (TTY). 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Fire/Medical/Police
9-911   or 9-291-1111              

Safety and Security Office
651-793-1717

Administrative Affairs (24-hour answering service) 651-793-1700

Midway Center Campus Security Offices pager #952-601-4865

TTY 651-772-7687

For more information, please see http://www.metrostate.edu/security/securityindex.html. 
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