COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Prefix/Number:  CCJ 6930 (Online Internet Course)
Course Title:  Topics in Criminal Justice:  Restorative Justice
Course Credit Hours:  3
Instructor Name and Contact Information:  
· Dr. Cheryl Swanson
· Email: cswanson@uwf.edu
· Phone: Work:  850-474-2329; Home 850-994-0932
· Office: Building 85; Room 152.
Course Prerequisites or Co-Requisites:  None
Course Description:
Students will be introduced to the philosophy and principles of restorative justice including its historical and theological roots.  Assumptions about crime and justice will be examined by comparing and contrasting retributive and restorative paradigms.  The role of offender, victim, church, state, and community are examined in the context of crime and justice.  Students will also examine a program evaluation of restorative justice programs to discern outcome effectiveness.
Learning Outcomes:
1. Students will be able to identify the principles underlying the restorative justice paradigm.
2. Students will be able to identify the historical and theological roots of restorative justice.
3. Students will be able to compare and contrast restorative and retributive justice models.
4. Students will be able to evaluate their assumptions about the role of offender, victim, church, state and community in the context of crime and justice.
5. Students will be able to explain the relationship between reintegrative shaming and restorative justice, crime theories and crime prevention and treatment.
6. Students will learn how restorative justice programs can be evaluated
Topics Covered/Student Learning Outcomes:
Topic:  Overview of course, online introductions, and assumptions about crime, victims, and offenders
· Student Learning Outcomes:
· Know course requirements and how you will be evaluated this term.
· Get to know one another
· Be able to identify victim needs and assess the extent to which those needs are currently met in the criminal justice system
· Be able to describe how our current criminal justice system defines accountability and be able to identify alternative ways of defining accountability that might better respond to victim needs and the goal of crime prevention.
Topic:  Forgiveness, Retributive Justice, and the Importance of Paradigms
· Student Learning Outcomes:
· Critically analyze the role of repentance and forgiveness in the criminal justice system
· Be able to identify the elements of retributive justice
· Explain what the concept of paradigm is, how it shapes the way we define problems and identify solutions, and how it can be applied to criminal justice
Topic: Historical and Theological Roots of Restorative Justice
· Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Students will be able to explain the pre modern (community justice) and biblical (covenant justice) origins of restorative justice. 
Topic:  Restorative and Retributive Justice
· Students will be able to identify the principles of restorative justice and be able to compare and contrast these principles with the retributive justice paradigm.
Topic: Evaluation of Restorative Justice Programs, Part I
· Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Be able to explain how victim-offender mediation incorporates the principles of restorative justice. 

· Be able to explain evaluation research findings of restorative justice programs.

Topic: Evaluation of Restorative Justice Programs, Part II
· Student Learning Outcomes: 
· Be able to explain evaluation research findings of restorative justice programs. 
· Be able to critically assess the implications of research findings on restorative justice programs.

Topic: Crime and Reintegrative Shaming, Parts I and II
· Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Explain the theory of reintegrative shaming. 

· Explain how the theory of reintegrative shaming addresses major facts of crime and incorporates elements of major crime theories.

Topic: Crime and Reintegrative Shaming, Part III
· Student Learning Outcomes: 

· Explain the family model of the criminal process. 

· Explain why and how shaming works. 

· Identify the social conditions conducive to reintegrative shaming.
Topic:  Crime and Reintegrative Shaming, Part IV.
     -Student Learning Outcomes

           -Apply and evaluate the reintegrative shaming approach to 

                the problem of white collar crime.

Required Texts:
1. Howard Zehr, 3rd ed. Changing Lenses, Scottdale,Pa:  Herald Press.2005
2. Mark S. Umbreit, Betty Vos, Robert B. Coates, and Katherine A. Brown, Facing Violence:  The Path of Restorative Justice and Dialogue, Monsey, NY:  Criminal Justice Press, 2003.
3. John Braithwaite, Crime, Shame and Reintegration,  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1989. 

Required Materials:
· Internet Access
· E-mail Account
Grading Evaluation:
	Weekly Threaded Discussions 
	 27 pts - 14% 

	Dropbox Assignments
	 30 pts - 15%

	Midterm Exam
	 40 pts – 20%

	Restorative Justice Project
	 50 pts.-  25%

	Final Exam
	 53 pts -  26%

	Total Points
	 200 pts


A = 200 – 180 pts
B = 179 - 160 pts
C = 159 – 140 pts
D = 139 – 120 pts
F = Below 120 points 
Rubrics:
Grading Rubric for Weekly Assignment Questions
30 possible points for 10 Weekly assignments
 
The following rubric will be used to grade the weekly assignment questions that you post to the drop box.  You will receive one score for all questions, as grading each one individually would be a monumental task.  However, I will send comments to you if there are problems with answers to individual questions.
 
· 3 pts.  A thoughtful and thorough response to each question that is clearly grounded in the reading.  
· 2 pts.  A thoughtful and thorough response to most of the questions that is clearly grounded and integrated with the reading. 

· 1 pt.  Very few if any answers show thoughtful and thorough responses.  Little indication that the reading was used to respond to the questions.  
· 0 pts.  Answers are superficial and show no grounding in the reading.  Answers are off the cuff and based on opinion rather than careful reflection and integration with the reading material.
 
Grading Rubric for Weekly Threaded Discussions
27 possible points for 9 weekly discussions


The following rubric will be used to grade the weekly threaded discussions.
· 3 pts. For three points, a posting will thoughtfully consider and respond to the question (or classmate’s message), using sound argumentation and clear prose. Stellar posting that it is, it will contain virtually no grammatical errors or typos. Not only will such a post engage with the ongoing conversation in a rhetorically suitable fashion, it will foster further discussion on the topic, perhaps exploring new lines or argument or different perspectives.  There three-pointer isn’t just a response; it’s proof that you are facilitating learning both for yourself and your fellow students. 
· 2 pts. The two point posting is a competent response to the subject: it addresses the question, without going into much detail, and it contributes to the overall conversation as another voice on the subject.  
· 1 pt. This posing reflects a less-than-adequate engagement with the subject. It does little to advance the discussion underway, and may even detract from it. 
· 0 pts. No posting, late posting, or a post that is but the briefest nod toward a response.
Special Technology Utilized by Students:
· Expectations for Academic Conduct/Plagiarism Policy:
· Academic Conduct Policy:
· Web Format
· PDF Format
· RTF Format
· Plagiarism Policy:
· Word Format
· PDF Format
· RTF Format
· Student Handbook:
· PDF Format 
ASSISTANCE:
Students with special needs who require specific examination-related or other course-related accommodations should contact Barbara Fitzpatrick, Director of Disabled Student Services (DSS), dss@uwf.edu, (850) 474-2387.  DSS will provide the student with a letter for the instructor that will specify any recommended accommodations.
Students who experience technical difficulties should contact the ITS Computer Help Desk at (850) 474-2075.
 

 

